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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tuesday, February 21 at 4:00 p.m.-The Monroe Chamber 

Executive Committee will meet at the Chamber office. 

 

 Wednesday, February 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.-The 

Northeast Louisiana Career Fair will be held at the Monroe Civic 

Center. Cost for a booth is $75 and includes lunch. For more 

information, please call 807-4015. 

 

 Thursday, February 23, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.-Web Smart 

Workshop will be held at the Monroe Chamber Board Room. 

 

 Thursday, February 23, 12:00 noon-Ouachita Workforce 

Investment Board will meet at their office at 1162 Oliver Road in 

Monroe. 

 

 Thursday, February 23 at 4:00 p.m.-The Monroe Chamber 

Board of Directors will meet at the Monroe Chamber office. 

 

 Thursday, February 23 at 4:30 p.m.-The Monroe Chamber will 

host a ribbon cutting for Town Place Suites. Following the ribbon 

cutting the new hotel will host an open house until 7:00 p.m. The 

new business is located at 4919 Pecanland Mall Drive in Monroe. 

 

 Friday, February 24 at 10:00 a.m.-The Northern Exposure Task 

Force will meet at the Monroe Chamber Office. 

 

 Friday, February 24 at 2:00 p.m.-Ribbon Cutting and Grand 

Opening  for Affinity Walk In Clinic. The business is located 

beside the Monroe Surgical Hospital at 2408 Broadmoor Blvd. in 

Monroe. 

 

 Tuesday, March 6 at 12:00 noon-The Monroe Chamber 

Ambassador’s Club will meet. Guest Speaker is Chamber 

Chairman Cindy Rogers. Cost for the lunch is $11 per person. 

 

 Wednesday, March 7 at 12 noon-The Greater Ouachita Port 

Commission will meet at the Monroe Chamber. 

 

 Thursday, March 8 at 10:00 a.m.-Ribbon Cutting for 

Octapharma Plazma, Inc. The business is located at 3144 

Louisville Avenue in Monroe. 

 

 Save the Date! Northern Exposure is scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 8 in Baton Rouge! 

 

 

 
 

LA Adds 44,200 Jobs in 2011 
 

Seasonally adjusted nonfarm employment for Louisiana 

was estimated at 1,933,500 in October 2011. This represents 

a gain of 5,700 jobs from the previous month, and a 

44,200-job increase from October 2010. Leisure and 

hospitality 

showed the largest over-the-month gain, adding 3,500 jobs. 

Education and health services posted the largest over-the year 

change, adding 18,100 jobs. 

 

Over the month, six of the 11 industry sectors had increases 

in employment, four showed declines, and one (other 

services) remained constant. After leisure and hospitality, the 

next largest increase was seen in financial activities which 

grew by 1,900 jobs. The government sector added 1,700 jobs 

from September, while manufacturing rose by 1,200. 

Education 

and health services showed an increase of 700, while 

mining and logging added 500 jobs from last month. 

 

Continued on Page 2 

 

2012 LEADERSHIP OUACHITA CLASS 

ANNOUNCED 
 

The following 22 people are commended on their selection 

as part of the 2012 Leadership Ouachita Class: 

 

      Lauren Brownell, ULM 

 Aimee Buchanan, Allen, Green & Williamson 

 Denise Darnell, Progressive Bank 

 Cary Davis, IberiaBank 

 Tamara DeMar, BCBS 

 Mark Durham, ServPro of Monroe 

 Ernest Finch, Thomas & Farr 

 Charles Goldwait, St. Francis Medical Center 

 Ben Johnson, Steel Fabricators 

 Christina Kinnaird, LA Land Bank 

 Joshua Legg-Cindy McGrew, CPA 

 Amber Mathews-Community Trust Bank 

 Christie Messinger-P & S Surgical Hospital 

 Brian Moore-ANGUS 

 Daniel O’Dowd-ULM Foundation 

 Drew Pendarvis-ULM Foundation 

  

Continued on Page 3 
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Leadership Ouachita                     Continued from Page 1 
 

 Brook Sebren-ULM 

 Anthony Sharp-Franciscans Missionary of Our Lady HS 

 Phillip Sivils-P & S Surgical Hospital 

 George Thames-ANGUS 

 Carolyn Williams-Ouachita Parish Assessor’s Office 

 Ray Wright-Graphic Packaging 

 

The Leadership Ouachita class will run through November 

2012.  Those selected will be trained to take an active role in 

government advocacy, workforce development, infrastructure 

and all aspects of the community where leadership is needed 

to make an impact.  The course empowers the emerging 

leaders of northeast Louisiana to transform the region into 

one of the best places to live, work and do business.  

 

The Class of 2012 began Thursday, February 17
th
 with an 

overnight opening retreat in Bossier City.  The first session 

includes a basic leadership assessment that includes a 

component on how society works through participation in 

SIMSOC, a simulated society.   

 

Over the course of the year, class members will meet with 

leaders in education, economic development, transportation, 

and workforce development.  

To learn more about Leadership Ouachita, go to 

www.monroe.org. 
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The Monroe Chamber’s mission 

is to lead in the creation  

of an environment in which  

our businesses thrive. 
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