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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 
¶ Monday, October 3 at 2:00 p.m.-Celebration Mass & Reception 

for “A New Century of Faith & Service”-St. Francis Medical 

Center-Anna Gray Noe Park. 

 

¶ Tuesday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m. – Ribbon Cutting for St. Francis 

Kitty DeGree Emergency Center. The emergency center is located 

at 309 Jackson Street. 

 

¶ Tuesday, October 4 at 12 noon-Monroe Ambassador’s will meet at 

The Atrium. Alberta Green from ULM will speak. Cost for the 

lunch is $11 per person. 

 

¶ Thursday, October 6 at 12 noon-The Ouachita Workforce 

Investment Board will meet at the WIB office on Louisville Ave. 

 

¶ Saturday, October 8 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.-Early Voting for 

the Primary Election will open and run through Saturday, October 

15. 

 

¶ Tuesday, October 10 at 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.. – Ribbon Cutting 

and Open House for the new Monroe Regional Airport Terminal. 

 

¶ Tuesday, October 11 at 6:00 p.m.-Monroe City Council will meet 

at Monroe City Hall. 

 

¶ Wednesday, October 12 at 10:30 a.m.-Ribbon Cutting for 

Assurance Financial located at 1215 Cypress Street in West 

Monroe. 

 

¶ Thursday, October 13 at 11:00 a.m. - Ribbon Cutting for Gardner 

Denver Thomas. The business is located at 4601 Central Avenue. 

 

¶ Tuesday, October 18 at 12 noon-Annual Workforce Solutions 

Luncheon celebrating the 10th anniversary of Louisiana Delta 

Community College featuring Dr. Luke Robins. The event will be 

held at Delta Community College. Cost to attend is $25 per person. 

 

¶ Wednesday, November 9 at 7:30 a.m.-CenturyLink Accent of 

Excellence breakfast recognizing Outstanding Teachers and 

Professors will be held at the Monroe Civic Center. Cost to attend is 

$25 per person. 

 

 

Fall 2011 Issue of Inside the Chamber 
 

Watch your mail box for the 2011 issue of the Monroe 
Chamber magazine άLƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊέΦ The edition 
features a voter’s guide that outlines all the candidates 
and amendments that will appear on the Ouachita 
Parish October 22 ballot. It is a helpful guide to view all 
the candidates running for a particular state or local 
office. It is also an easy guide to pull out mark and take 
with you to the polls. 
 
Remember that early voting begins on Saturday, 
October 8 at 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and early voting 
closes on Saturday, October 15. The actual primary will 
be held on Saturday, October 22. 

 

http://www.monroe.org/
mailto:communications@monroe.org


 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

APPLY NOW FOR 2012 LEADERSHIP OUACHITA 
 

The Monroe Chamber is currently taking applications for the 2012 Leadership Ouachita class.  Nominations are 

encouraged from all segments of the community.  Individuals may apply or nominate those they feel best 

exemplify the philosophy of Leadership Ouachita. The application deadline for the 2012 class is Friday, 

December 30, 2011. Applications may be picked up at the Monroe Chamber of Commerce or interested parties 

may call Chamber Events Director, Daphne McClish at 807-4018 or dmcclish@monroe.org for more 

information. 

          

The purpose of Leadership Ouachita is to develop and empower the emerging leaders of northeast Louisiana and 

help them gain the skills they need  to transform the region into the best place to live and do business.  Class 

members engage in a series of sessions focused on education, health care, workforce development, infrastructure 

and government.   

                 

The program also provides insight on public decision making, practical and in-depth discussions on public issues 

pertinent to Ouachita Parish, an expanded knowledge and understanding of the community in which we live, and 

the opportunity to develop lasting relationships with growing and established leaders in a neutral environment.  

 
 

20th Annual James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader Award 
 
The Leadership Council and Monroe Chamber of Commerce are accepting nominations for the 20th Annual 

James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader Award. 

 

Jim Shipp was the General Manager for IMC in Sterlington who was tragically killed during the plant explosion in 

1991. Jim was a Monroe Chamber of Commerce Board member and a leader in our community. We honor his life 

of leadership through the recipients of this prestigious award. The award recognizes his vision for outstanding 

community leadership. 

 

Qualifying Nomination Guidelines: 

1. The award is presented annually to an individual who has displayed outstanding civic leadership ability, 

contributions to community progress, personal and business standing in Ouachita Parish. 

2. Nominee must be a resident of Ouachita Parish. 

3. Nominee must be 45 years of age or younger. 

 

The Leadership Council Chairman chooses the selection committee. All nominations are confidential. The 

deadline to submit nominations is Friday, October 14, 2011. Please mail your nominations to: James M. Shipp, Jr. 

Memorial Young Business Leader Award, Monroe Chamber of Commerce, 212 Walnut Street, Suite 100, 

Monroe, LA 71201. 

 

The award will be presented during the 23rd Leadership Ouachita Graduation Banquet on Thursday, November 3 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
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The Leadership Council and Monroe Chamber of Commerce are requesting nominations for the 20th Annual James M. 
Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader Award. 

 
Jim Shipp was a General Manager for IMC in Sterlington who was tragically killed during the plant explosion in 1991. 
Jim was a Monroe Chamber of Commerce Board member and a leader in our community. We honor his life of 
leadership through the recipients of this prestigious award.    His vision for outstanding community leadership 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭǎΧ 

 
Qualifying Nomination Guidelines: 
ü The award is presented annually to a young individual who has displayed outstanding civic leadership ability, 

contributions to community progress, personal or business standing in Ouachita Parish. 
ü Nominee must be a resident of Ouachita Parish. 
ü Nominee must be 45 years of age or younger. 
ü The Leadership Council Chairman chooses the selection committee and nominations are confidential. 
ü Deadline to submit nominations for is Friday, October 14. 
ü Please mail your nominations to: James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader Award, Monroe 

Chamber of Commerce, 212 Walnut Street, Suite 100, Monroe, LA  71201 or email to dmcclish@monroe.org.  
ü The award will be presented during the 23nd Leadership Ouachita Graduation on Thursday, November 3 from 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Bayou DeSiard Country Club. 

 
bŀƳŜ ƻŦ bƻƳƛƴŜŜψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
Age ______________Date of Birth _____________Company _____________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
City____________________________________State_____________________Zip____________________ 
Home Phone __________________________Office Phone _______________________________________ 
Education_______________________________________________________________________________ 
{ǇƻǳǎŜΩǎ bŀƳŜ ϧ hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ bŀƳŜ ϧ !ƎŜǎψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ_________________________ 
To which church, community groups and organizations does the nominee belong? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What leadership roles has the nominee held in the above groups? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How has the Nominee excelled in his/her business, professional career or personal life? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What characteristics of the nominee best exemplify the spirit of this award? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name____________________________________ 
Company_____________________________________ 
Address___________________________City________________________State__________Zip____________ 
Home # ______________Office # ______________Cell #______________Email_____________________ 
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Kitty DeGree Emergency Center Blessing 
and Ribbon Cutting 

 

St. Francis Medical Center will hold a blessing and 
ribbon cutting on Tuesday, October 4th at 10 a.m. for 
the new Kitty DeGree Emergency Center. The 
opening of the center represents completion of the 
first phase of construction/expansion which will 
double the square footage of the emergency 
department. Many other additional enhancements 
will help in creating a better experience for patients 
needing emergency services. Tours of the new 
center will be available following the blessing and 
ribbon cutting. 
 

A Century of Faith and Service 

The Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady 

Celebrating 

100 Years in Louisiana 
 
September 30, 2011 will mark the 100

th
 anniversary of the 

Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady’s journey to the 

United States. In 1911, six courageous Sisters arrived in 

Pineville, Louisiana to build a sanitarium. They were 

headed by Mother Marie de Bethanie Crowley who did not 

waste a single moment when she learned their plans in 

Pineville would not work out. The Sisters then moved to 

Monroe where St. Francis Sanitarium opened in 1913; 

followed by Our Lady of the Lake in Baton Rouge in 1923; 

Our Lady of Lourdes in Lafayette in 1949; and St. Elizabeth 

Hospital in Gonzales in 2000. The Sisters’ Ministries also 

include Assumption Community Hospital in Napoleonville; 

Our Lady of the Lake College in Baton Rouge; two nursing 

homes; Elderly HUD Housing; PACE – Programs for All 

Inclusive Care of the Elderly; St. Anthony’s Home for HIV 

and Aids patients also in Baton Rouge; a Mission in Haiti 

and more.  

 

“Throughout the years more than 150 Sisters have served in 

various ministries in Louisiana. These courageous women 

have left an indelible mark on our communities and 

continue to do so each day as they work in our facilities in 

administration, nursing, pastoral care, finance, legal and 

education,” said John Finan, CEO of the Franciscan 

Missionaries of our Lady Health System. 

 

“The Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady began its 

ministry of taking care of God’s people in Louisiana, 

starting in Monroe in 1911. Today, the Sisters continue to 

provide a message of hope, care and compassion to the 

people of Northeast Louisiana,” says St. Francis Medical 

Center CEO, Louis Bremer. “What began 100 years ago 

with little more than faith has grown into the largest private 

diversified health delivery system in Louisiana.  St. Francis 

Medical Center is proud to be the first hospital founded by 

the six original Sisters, and also to have with us Sister 

Kathleen Cain, Sister Mary Ann Sepulvado, Sister Getu 

Petros, and Sister Mazgiya Ageto who carry on the mission 

that began a century ago.” 

 

The public is invited to join our Sisters for a special Mass 

and celebration of 100 Years of Faith and Service on 

Monday, October 3
rd

 in Anna Gray Noe Park at 2 p.m. in 

Monroe, across from St. Francis Medical Center. The Most 

Reverend Michael G. Duca, Bishop, Diocese of Shreveport, will 

preside over the Holy Mass in Monroe. A reception will 

immediately follow after Mass in Anna Gray Noe Park. 

 

Today the Sisters are joined by more than 10,000 

colleagues all across Louisiana who are dedicated to serving 

those most in need.  

 
 



 

 

 

 
  Invitation to Join with Agencies Working with Ex-Offenders in Re-Entry Programs 

 
The  Monroe  District  Office  of  Probation and Parole is hosting a Public Forum  on  Thursday, October 27, 2011 to 

bring individuals in the community together  that  have  an  interest  in  working  with our department in our Re-Entry  

efforts.   We are trying to pool together all parties that can provide assistance of some type to offenders after they have 

been released. This will include state, parish, and local government agencies, faith based groups, community service 

organizations, businesses, law enforcement agencies, schools, etc. 

 

The  meeting  will be held Thursday, October 27, 2011 between 9:00 a.m. and 

11:30  a.m.  at  the  City  of Monroe Public Safety Building, Police Annex, located  at 1810  B  Martin  Luther  King, Jr. 

Highway, Monroe, LA  71202. Registration  will  be  held  on site commencing at 8:30 a.m.  Refreshments will be 

available. 

 

The Monroe Chamber and NOVA awarded a $40,000 JP Morgan CHASE Foundation Grant 
 
The JP Morgan CHASE Foundation announced last week that they had awarded the Monroe Chamber of Commerce 
and NOVA a $40,000 grant for their efforts in workforce development and training, especially as it relates to low to 
moderate income individuals. The Monroe and the Chamber have been working together on an employer driven 
workforce effort for several years with very good results. The collaborative effort of the two organizations begin with 
employers who identify their workforce needs and greatest hiring challenges. The organizations work with area training 
providers to ensure they have necessary raining programs. Finally, NOVA works with Interfaith of Northeast Louisiana 
and area churches to recruit people who are willing to take additional training to gain the skill they need to fill available 
jobs in the region.  
 
The program has had great success in helping program participants complete training programs and placing them in 
higher wage jobs with benefits. The overall goal of the program is to help employers find the skilled and trained 
employees they need and to help train and prepare low to moderate income individuals to fill available jobs here in 
Northeast Louisiana. 
The Monroe Chamber and NOVA would especially like to thank Susan Hoffman and Liza Cowan for their help and 
support. 
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The Monroe Chamberõs mission 

is to lead in the creation  

of an environment in which  

our businesses thrive.  
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