
 

 

Left to right: Kevin Dwyer, InterMountain Management; Everett Stagg, Coast Professional; Addy Farou, Gardner Denver; 

Kevin Woods, Kevin Woods Insurance Agency, LLC; Linda Holyfield, P&S Surgical Hospital; Tony Davis, CenturyLink and 

Gladys Smith, Gladys F. Smith Real Estate Company. (Terrance Armstard/Delta Business 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 Tuesday, August 23 at 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.-Get Web Smart Class 

hosted by My Wants will be held at the Monroe Chamber office. 

 

 Tuesday, August 23 at 4:00 p.m.-Monroe Chamber Executive 

Committee will meet at the Chamber office. 

 

 Tuesday, August 23 at 6:00 p.m.-Monroe City Council will meet at 

Monroe City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

 Wednesday, August 24 at 4:00 p.m.-Monroe Chamber Board will 

meet at the Monroe Chamber office. 

 

 Thursday, August 25 at 12 noon-Congressman Bill Cassidy, 

Congressional District 6, will speak at a luncheon at the Monroe 

Civic Center. To RSVP, call Daphne McClish at 807-4018. 

 

 Thursday, August 25 at 12 noon-Luncheon featuring Congressman 

Bill Cassidy. The luncheon will be held at the Monroe Civic Center. 

Cost to attend is $25 per person. To RSVP, please call Daphne 

McClish at 323-3461. 

 

 Tuesday, August 30 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.-Microsoft Office 

2010 Workshop. To be held at ULM Library room 3G. Cost is $15. 

per person, which includes breakfast. Call 323-3461 to RSVP. 

 

 Wednesday, August 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.-Economic 

Development Announcement will be held at U.S. 165 South, four 

miles past the I-20 exit. Event site is on the eastside of U.S. 165 

South. Look for a tent and Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s vehicles. 

 

 Thursday, September 1at 10:00 a.m.-SAVE THE DATE!-Ground 

Breaking for Rays of Sonshine. Location TBA 

 

 Thursday, September 1 at 10:30 a.m.-Grand Opening Celebration 

for Pelican State Credit Union. The event will take place in the 

Outpatient Clinic Entrance at E.A. Conway Medical Center Branch 

located at 4864 Jackson Street. 

 

 Thursday, Sept. 1 at 11:00 a.m.-KP Music Group Ribbon Cutting. 

The event will be held at 1107 Hudson Lane, Suite C.  

 

 Friday, September 2-Monroe Chamber Annual Golf Classic will be 

held at Frenchman’s Bend Golf Course. For More information, call 

Daphne McClish at 807-4018. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Chennault Aviation and  

Military Museum! 
 

Last Friday evening, the Chennault Aviation and Military Museum 

hosted a unique spirit of friendship benefitting the expansion of the 

Museum to house a new General Claire Chennault room. General 

Chennault and the Flying Tigers were highly instrumental in World 

War II, as they volunteered to assist the Chinese military who were 

being overrun by the Japanese.  General Chennault grew up in Gilbert, 

Louisiana and after the war made his home in Monroe. 

 

The event was hosted by Huawei USA. Huawei is a multinational 

networking and telecommunications equipment company headquartered 

in Shenzhen, Guangdong, China.  It is the largest networking and 

telecommunications equipment supplier in China and the second-largest 

supplier of mobile telecommunications infrastructure equipment in the 

world. Huawei recently opened an office in Monroe for work with 

CenturyLink.  

 

The event included Charles Ding, president of Huawei USA, Glen Post, 

CEO for CenturyLink and Bill McDonald, a Hollywood producer who 

is working on an HBO mini-series about WWII in China. 

 

Congratulations to Nell Calloway and her staff for a very successful 

event! 

 

 

 

http://www.monroe.org/
mailto:communications@monroe.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shenzhen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guangdong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_telephony


 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Louisiana to Host the 2011 National Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Fall Conference 
 

Louisiana is honored to host the 2011 National Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Fall Conference from November 6
th

 – 9
th

, 2011 

in New Orleans, LA.  SBIR is a competitive federal government grant program that funds small businesses in developing innovative, high-

risk technologies with the goal of increasing private sector commercialization into the marketplace.  It is a highly specialized form of funding 

for small firms to perform cutting-edge R&D that addresses the nation's most critical scientific, engineering and technology needs.   

 

This year the conference will likely attract over 700 attendees from a variety of federal agencies and numerous technology-based businesses 

that are or going to be involved with SBIR/STTR programs. The conference theme is “Small Business Growth Through Technology: 

Innovate & Create.”  The conference will educate and connect small technology-based businesses, researchers and universities from all 

across the United States with the resources they will need to help them transform innovative ideas into new products or services and job 

growth.  The conference will cover many aspects of the federal SBIR/STTR programs such as getting started, intellectual property, 

financing, marketing and business planning.  For economic development professionals, this is how you learn to better assist innovative 

companies in your community.   

 

Please consider attending, exhibiting or sponsoring this event.  As a sponsor, you can gain prime exposure to a national audience.  Attending 

are university researchers, scientists, nationally-recognized technology professionals, Fortune 500 companies, government prime contractors, 

venture capital investors and many small technology companies that have tremendous opportunities for growth.  Your sponsorship will give 

you the opportunity to position your organization or community as a prime location for consideration by all attendees. 

 

Nearly $2.5 billion is available annually for awarding grants/contracts under this program.  More than $13 Million has been secured by 

Louisiana companies over the past 2 years.  SBIR enables small businesses to compete on the same level as larger companies, encouraging 

start-ups and growing economies in those states which actively support this critical program.  In addition, SBIR offers promising 

opportunities to socially and economically disadvantaged companies throughout the country.  In fact, small companies retain the intellectual 

property rights to technologies they develop under these programs.  

  

For information on registration or sponsorship levels, please go to www.sbirla.org.  If you have questions you can contact Mark Lewis, 

President of the Louisiana Technology Council at: (504) 304-2911 for additional information or e-mail him at MLewis@ltc-la.org 

 

Monroe Chamber Kicks Off 2011 

Membership Drive 
 

Being a member of the Monroe Chamber of Commerce 

provides tremendous opportunities to be a part of 

something that significantly benefits the business 

community and the community as a whole, as well as 

the opportunity to establish meaningful business 

relationships with fellow members.  Benefits of Monroe 

Chamber membership range from increased awareness 

of your business  and establishment of new business 

contacts to, most importantly, growth of your customer 

base and business volume.  Monroe Chamber 

involvement gives business owners an opportunity to 

unite and have a voice and obtain the credibility that 

businesses need. There are numerous opportunities for 

chamber members to become involved in the different 

committees the chamber offers from being an 

ambassador of the Monroe Chamber to becoming a 

chamber board member. The Monroe Chamber 

members become one powerful voice and together, we 

are stronger. Individuals or businesses can join the 

Monroe Chamber of Commerce simply by visiting 

www.monroe.org to apply online for membership or by 

calling (318) 323-3461 for more information. 

 
 

http://www.sbirla.org/
mailto:MLewis@ltc-la.org
http://www.monroe.org/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

Louisiana Rises Again In State Business Climate Rankings 
Pollina Corporate Real Estate ranks Louisiana business climate No. 18, up 22 spots since 2008 

BATON ROUGE, La. -- Today, Pollina Corporate Real Estate Inc. released its annual ranking of top pro-business states, with 

Louisiana rising to No. 18 in the U.S. Louisiana has climbed 22 spots in Pollina's ranking since 2008. Beyond the overall ranking, 

Louisiana now stands No. 2 in the U.S. (up from No. 10 in 2010) for incentives and economic development agency performance. 

Pollina ranks the 50 states on more than 30 factors, including business taxes, workforce training programs, workers compensation 

costs, economic development incentives, energy costs, marketing programs and state economic development efforts. In 2010, 

Louisiana earned Pollina's inaugural Most-Improved State designation, based on the state's improved performance from 2008 to 2010. 

Louisiana moved from No. 40 in 2008 to No. 27 in 2009 and No. 20 last year. The latest Louisiana advancement to No. 18 continues 

the state's economic momentum across a slate of third-party business climate rankings, including the Pollina report. 

"Our work to foster the best business environment so more companies invest in Louisiana and create jobs for our people is paying off," 

said Gov. Bobby Jindal. "This is great news for Louisiana, but we will not rest and we will continue to aggressively pursue more 

businesses to create jobs here so our sons and daughters can pursue their dreams right here at home." 

Since 2008, LED has secured economic development projects resulting in the creation of more than 45,000 new jobs, more than $10 

billion in capital investment and hundreds of millions of dollars in new sales for small businesses across the state. Along the way, 

Louisiana has won State or Co-State of the Year designations from such publications as Southern Business & Development (the past 

three years in a row) and Business Facilities (2010), which also has honored Louisiana FastStart™ as the nation's No. 1 workforce 

training program in 2010 and 2011. Site Selection, based on 2010 economic development projects, ranked Louisiana No. 3 in the 

nation and No. 1 on a per capita basis, and the magazine in May of this year named Louisiana Economic Development as the best-

performing state economic development agency in the country. 

Last year, the Pollina report stated that, "Louisiana has shown astounding progress (and) is on its way to the economic development 

Super Bowl." According to the 2011 Pollina report, "Last year's Most Improved State, Louisiana, is still riding the rocket, shooting up 

nine positions from No. 27 to No. 18 since 2009. Keep an eye on this state; it's making the right moves." 

Louisiana's improved ranking from 2008 to 2011 is based on a variety of factors, including the creation of LED's Business Expansion 

and Retention Group; the creation or enhancement of targeted business incentive programs, such as the new Retention and 

Modernization Program and the recently enhanced Digital Media incentive; the launch of Louisiana FastStart; LED's enhanced 

website, OpportunityLouisiana.com; recent marketing campaigns; and improved perceptions of Louisiana among top site selection 

consultants and corporate executives. 

Of all 50 state economic development agencies, Louisiana features "easily the most highly trained staff in the nation," according to the 

Pollina report. "It is easy to see why Louisiana was the Most Improved State for 2010 and continues a rapid rise as a pro-business 

state." 

Pollina scored the 50 states in two stages: Stage I evaluates labor, taxes, education and several other factors; Stage II evaluates 

incentive programs, including those for existing or expanding businesses and for small businesses, and the performance of state 

economic development agencies. Virginia ranks No. 1 in the 2011 study, with South Carolina (No. 9) the only other Southern state in 

the Top 10. California ranked last. 

"While we are very pleased with our progress, we are going to continue working hard to reposition Louisiana as one of the very best 

states in the U.S. in which to start, grow or relocate a business," said LED Secretary Stephen Moret. "We are just getting started. We 

think this improvement in how Louisiana is perceived in the business world is only the beginning of much bigger gains to come." 

About Pollina Corporate Real Estate 

Pollina Corporate Real Estate Inc. is a full-service brokerage and consulting firm, representing corporations in real estate matters on a 

national and international basis. The firm has advised Fortune 500 clients and startup ventures in commercial real estate matters since 

1981. 

 



 

 

 

  

20th Annual James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader Award 
 
The Leadership Council and Monroe Chamber of Commerce are accepting nominations for the 20th Annual James M. Shipp, Jr. 

Memorial Young Business Leader Award. 

 

Jim Shipp was the General Manager for IMC in Sterlington who was tragically killed during the plant explosion in 1991. Jim was a 

Monroe Chamber of Commerce Board member and a leader in our community. We honor his life of leadership through the recipients 

of this prestigious award. The award recognizes his vision for outstanding community leadership. 

 

Qualifying Nomination Guidelines: 

1. The award is presented annually to an individual who has displayed outstanding civic leadership ability, contributions to community                                         

progress, personal and business standing in Ouachita Parish. 

2. Nominee must be a resident of Ouachita Parish. 

3. Nominee must be 45 years of age or younger. 

 

The Leadership Council Chairman chooses the selection committee. All nominations are confidential. The deadline to submit 

nominations is Friday, October 14, 2011. Please mail your nominations to: James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader 

Award, Monroe Chamber of Commerce, 212 Walnut Street, Suite 100, Monroe, LA 71201. 

 

The award will be presented during the 23rd Leadership Ouachita Graduation Banquet on Thursday, November 3
rd

 from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m.  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  It’s that time again!  The time when graduating seniors polish up their resumes, dust off their business suits, and put their best foot 
forward.  The time when ULM students and alumni come together to show you what they have to offer your company! 

 

  The University of Louisiana at Monroe’s Office of Career Connections & Experiential Education invites you to 
mark your calendars and reserve a space for our Fall Career Fairs.  
 
CAREER FAIRS 
Nursing and Health Sciences Career Fair 
October 4, 2011                5:00 pm – 8:30 pm                                                            
Register:   https://webservices.ulm .edu/wsforms/viewform.php?fid=career_connections_health_career_fairs  

Nursing and Health Sciences includes: Nursing, Radiologic Technology, Speech-Language Pathology, Dental Hygiene, Occupational Therapy Assistants, 
Clinical Laboratory Science, & Health Studies. 
 
 
All Majors Fall Career Fair 
October 12, 2011              10:00 am – 3:30 pm                                          
Register:  https://webservices.ulm.edu/wsforms/viewform.php?fid=career_connections_fall_career_day 

 
 
ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS 
Private interview rooms will be provided the day following the Fall All Majors Career Fair.  Please call our office to reserve a room for that day or to 
schedule any other day(s) for on-campus interviews.  The Office of Career Connections will publicize your career opportunities on campus, schedule 
student interviews, and reserve private interview rooms for you.  This is a great way to maximize your exposure to ULM student/alum applicants and an 
efficient way to interview as many applicants as possible.  Please call us at 318-342-5338 today to schedule your on-campus interview days! 
 
Join us for the Fall All-Majors Career Fair on October 12:  Click here to register your business. 
Alberta Brown Green, Associate Director 
Career Connections and Experiential Education 
University of Louisiana at Monroe 
700 University Avenue 
Monroe LA, 71209 
Phone: 318-342-5331 
Fax: 318-342-3502 
Email: agreen@ulm.edu 
www.ulm.edu/careerconnections 
http://twitter.com/ULMCCEE 

 

 

 

 

 

“Pink Out” The Twin Cities 2011 
 

T The Northeast-Central Louisiana Susan G. Komen for the Cure is joining efforts with the Monroe Downtown 

Economic Development District, the Downtown Monroe Alliance, the Monroe Renaissance Association, the 

West Monroe Antique Alley Association and local businesses to “Pink Out” Monroe in support of the 18
th
 

Annual Northeast Louisiana Race for the Cure and Breast Cancer Awareness Month. We want as many 

businesses as possible, particularly those in the busy downtown area and on the I-20 corridor, to decorate their 

windows and store fronts using pink lighting and ribbons in celebration of breast cancer awareness. The “Pink 

Out” will start on September 17th and run through the end of October. Businesses interested in participating can 

contact the Komen NECLA Affiliate office for further information on getting pink ribbons, lights of all sizes, 

and other supplies. We have also created a Facebook event for businesses to share ideas and let the public know 

that they are participating.  

                  The NECLA Susan G. Komen office can be reached at 319-966-8130, komennecla@gmail.com, 

www.komennecla.org, or www.facebook.com/KomenNECLA.  
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Monroe Chamber of 

Commerce 

212 Walnut Street, Suite 100, 

Monroe, LA  71201 

 

Phone: (318) 323-3461 

Fax: (318) 812-7594 

 
E-Mail: 

communications@monroe.org 

Website 

www.monroe.org 

 

The Monroe Chamber’s mission 

is to lead in the creation  

of an environment in which  

our businesses thrive. 

 Employee Citizenship/Work Authorization Status 

Verification Requirements – E-Verify 

Effective Aug. 15, 2011, all Louisiana employers will be expected to comply with a new Louisiana law that 

enhances their obligations to confirm the status of their employees’ U.S. citizenship or legal authorization 

to work in the United States. 

New Laws  
Act 402  

Act 376  

How to Comply  

Act 402 builds on existing law that requires all Louisiana employers to confirm the citizenship or work 

authorization status of their Louisiana employees. The new law now specifies two ways to satisfy this 

requirement:  

1. In addition to a picture identification, employees must provide to their employers one of the 

following to determine if the worker is authorized to work in the United States:  

o U.S. birth certificate or certified birth card 

o Naturalization certificate 

o Certificate of citizenship 

o Alien registration receipt card 

o U.S. immigration form I-94, with employment authorized stamp. 

For Complete Details  go to: www.laworks.net   

mailto:communications@monroe.org
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=760907
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=760867
http://www.laworks.net/

